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is, however, no possibility of removing or preventing,
whilst this hateful liquor is publickly sold.

But the visible and obvious effects of these pernici-
ous draughts, however offensive or inconvenient, are yet
much less to be dreaded than their more slow and secret
operations. That excess of distilled spirits inflames the
poor to insolence and fury; that it exposes them either to
hurt, by making them insensible of danger, or to punish-
ment, by making them fearless of authority, is not to be
reckoned the most fatal consequence of their use; for
these effects, though their frequency makes it necessary to
suppress them, with regard to each individual are of no
long duration ; the understanding is in a short time reco-
vered after a single debauch, and the drunkard may return
to his employment.

But though the pleasures of drunkenness are quickly at
an end, its pains are of longer continuance. These liquors
not only infatuate the mind, but poison the body; nor do
they produce only momentary fury, but incurable debility
and lingering diseases; they not only fill our streets with
madmen, and our prisons with criminals, but our hospitals
with cripples. Those who have for a time infested the
pubhck walks with their insults, quickly disturb them with
their lamentations, and are soon reduced from bullies to
beggars, and obliged to solicit alms from those they used
to threaten and insult.

Nor does the use of spirits, my lords, only impoverish
the publicfc, by lessening the number of useful and labo-
rious hands, but by cutting off those recruits by which its
natural and inevitable losses are to be supplied. The use
of distilled liquors impairs the fecundity of the human
race, and hinders that increase which providence has or-
dained for the support of the world. Those women who
riot in this poisonous debauchery are quickly disabled
from bearing children, by bringing on themselves, in a
short time, all the infirmities and weaknesses of age; or,
what is yet more destructive to general happiness, produce
children diseased from their birth by the vices of their
parents, children whose blood is tainted with inveterate